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After Obfervator, you promis 
fed to give us your Opinion 
on Her Majetties San for 

ming the Abufes and Diforders of the Stage, 

asa FerMajefty fays hasjuftly given Offence. 
nly I heartily rejoyce at thefe Reitrictions laid 

, the Devils-Chappels that the Great and Holy 

wae of the moft high God fhall be no more Pro- 

ned in thefe Seminaries of Vice, and Sinks of 
kednefs 5 this as the belt Omen of Succefs that 

»s been vilible fince Her Majelties Happy Accef- 

m fo the Throne. 

Obf. "Tis 2 good Ste indeed towards the Re- 

ation of Manners, the Outeworks of Satan are 
» by Storm,’and the Citadel is forc’d to Ca- 

alate: How well they will perform the Arti- 
gis another Queftion, but there are Guards fet 
mn them to obferve their Motions..Nemo repente 

Joos. A Man is not foon reduced from a Habit 

isin and Wickednefs to a State of Vertue and 

wy, much lefs Aflemblies of Impious Perfons, 
ho plead Priviledge and Cuftom: We found in 

fue Dreadful Storm. the Aged and Sturdy 
ke plack’d up by the Violence of the Winds, 
hn the two’ Trees of Sin and Iniquity, m Dra- 
dane and Lincolus-Inn-Field, remained unfha- 

s,, and thofa Inapious Wretches who take thel- 

mnderthe Covert of their Boughs, with a da- 

rBoldnefs, by Acting the Play the very next 
ming, did affront Heaven it felf, and Ridicu- 
ithe Power of him, that holds. the Winds ‘in 
thollow of his Hand, before whofe ee sy 
ith doth fhake, and the Mountains do tremble. 

8 hs hoped, fince Her Majefty has been Gra- 

aly pleated tor the Honour of God and the 

fant Religion, to cut off the Exuberant Bran- 

Sof thefe ‘Trees of Lewdnels, that God will 

tfarther Infpire Her with ‘Cbriftian. Courage 

ly the Ax of Fuffice to their Root, and 
mg them Level with the Ground, cutting them 
1as Trees that bearthe Fruits of Sin and Jm- 

%, which cumber the Earth and hinder the 
wth of Noble, Generous, and Vertuous Plants. 

Mtibuch rejoyced me when I heard, that fo ma- 
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t Reverend Clergy of this Kingdom, in their 
Mons on the latt Fa/l-Day, fo Earneftly infifted 
ithe Jnipious PraGices of the Stage; a thing tru- 
Worthy of their Notice, even the Minifters 
anlelves areIntroduced {peaking after an mpious 
eVblene manner, as 1 lately fhow'd you in 
Ht the Plays Acted at the Theatre: Thefe are 
Forts and Sconces, whereon Vice has mounted 
“Ainons to batrer down theChurch; thefe are 
Afituns, the places of Refuge, whither the 
. #8 ftom the Church repair tor Protection, 
p they fet up their Standards of Vice, and hit 
7 Eneinies of Religion and Vertue into the De- 
ice: Confidering the Promptitude ot Hu- 
“® Nature to Sin, ‘us a Wonder, and at the 
Time a f{pecial Blefling, that Religion has 
Prta ies, te our Churches have any Affem- 






















our ight Reverend the Bithops, and others. 





blys, when the Doors of the Chappels of Vice ftand 
open to all Comers, 

What Mr. Collier has Written in. Relation to 
the Stage, I think Unanfwerable, and I with his, 
or fome other good Pen, was Employ’d in this 
Queltion, viz. Whether Plays, Interludes, Mafks, 
Farces and other Theatrical Diverfions, are not Sin- 
ful in themfelves, Inconfiftent with the true Pradice 
of Godlinejs, and not to be Tollerated in a Chriftian 
Proteftant Country ? 

Country-m. Truly, Mafter Obfervator, this.is a 
Neceflary and Pertinent Quettion, fhall I beg the 
Favour of you, to give us your Anfwer to it; I 
hope it may tend to the Edification of the Com- 
pany, and I am fure not to your own Detriment, 
for you are not one whit leffened in the Efteem of 
Good Men, fince the Players brought you on the 
Stage in that Foolifh Nonfenfical Prologue. 

Udb/. I value not the Reproaches of the Greateft 
Ill Man in the Kingdom, nay their [11 Word is 
my Honour and Credit. But you have put a Tatk 
upon me worthy the Labours of a Divine, and 
I with fome fuch Perfon would clear up this Point, 
However I ihall give you my Opinion, which 
may ferve till better comes. 

There are none, I fuppofe, will pofitively af- 
firm that frequenting of Plays is a Duty , but E 
do pofitively affirm, That whatfoever 1s not a 
Duty, enjoyned either by Humane or Divine 
Laws, is a Sin. Now that Plays are not enjoyn- 
ed by Divine Laws, is evident trom the Scriptures ; 
and that they are Condemn’d by Humane Laws; 
is proved from our own Aéts, as well as the Sta- 
tute Law of the Romans. 

The Laws of our Anceftors were all concluded 
in Utile & Bonum.fach as were Profitable and 
for the Common-Weglth, as they had refpect to the 
Government of Men; whofe Actions were alfo 
concluded in Utile & Bonwm, for the eg np 
and Good of themfelves and Pofterity , tor the 
Safety of the Realm, for the Honour ot God, and 
the Uredit of Religion, to-none of which things 
Plays have the leait Tendency. ax 

All Humane Actions are either Natural, Divine 
or Moral; to fee Playsis no Natural Action, ’tis 
no Divine or Moral Aétion; and whatfoever are 
contrary to thefe, are Sinful Actions. 

The Queftion from hence arifes, is, Whether. 
Plays are not Indifferent in themfelves,and have 
no Tendency to the Corruption of Goed Manners? 

We'll fuppofe this to be true,and that according 
to Her Mayelties Pious Order in the Gazette, the 
Plays may be Regulated and Reformed from that 
abundance of Blafphemy and Immorality at pre- 
fent contained in them ; yet as long as they are 
Stumbling-Blocks, and do give Offence to the 
Godly, they are not to entertained: For the Re- 


| {training the Licencionfnefs of Plays, is like put- 


ting a Muzzle on a Maftiff, which thro’ the neg- 
ligence of thofe that look after him, may in time 


drop off, and he again proceed to Worry the Neigh- 
bourhood 5 : v4 0 


the finks of Sin ought to be damn’d 
: up, 
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“the fU; oe oe he to be taken. \ a Pla: on the Saavilay Evening, do they 
vps ay Joo cof Wie pught te | y their Hearts to tak he he Lord d, towne’ 


be wath’d away ought | e of him, who will eas ih Reva 
tobe-to ent; co ea 1c ' 
Stor +e fw Srey my Burietl tp dealt C 1a t this 7 
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tat 18 — th e > Chriftan eligion docs not enjoyn -dagevions and Learned Mr. Collier, on this Subs, 
fuch Aufterities on its.Profeffors, as to deny them’ } itt his te: Nir the Play-Houfe. Page i ; 
Innocent Recreations , fuch as may tend to.the | fays..The Play-Houfe has been look’d on as a P,j 
Health, either of Body or Mind, and-better fit | Nufance, Confuar'd and Difcountenanc’d in (, 
them for the Service of their Maker 3 for which | and State, aud that in Times.both Ancient ay) | 
etid we cat, we drink, we.live; now it lies upon |. der. The Re publickof Romepbefore a J 
thefé, who do affert the Lawfulnefs of Theatrical | fopt the Bui Hing the Theatre, being fully cc: 
Recreations, to prove, that they any way anfwer | that this Diverfon would byiug am Foreign Vic. , 
this End ; “for if they do not, they are Unchriflian | the'Old Romaii Vertue would be loft, and the Sy, 
Sports, and Pernicious Paftimes. of the People Plas Sc This W ife Natioy » 7 

No good Chriftian ought to undertake any En- | “the Funéion of Kd Scandalous, feizd reir F; 
‘terprize, or do a thing, on which he cannot pray -doms, and threw them out of. Priviledge and Re 
to God for a Bleiling? Can : er one Pray for the | tatron. 
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Divine Affiftance in fee’ ‘ing of Plays, or delire God Page 12<To come down to oar oven Conflitution ; the Players ayf 


‘ bidden to AG, and fcatter their Reflections thro’ the King); 
to protect hini in the Houfes of Iniquity? , We | oF very Seuthe andl Infannuis Penaltite, andin the Reigns ai’ 


are limited even in our Prayers, in refpect to thofe mowe Queen Elizabeth, there wat ai Order of Queen and Co, 
things we Pray for: We may Pofitivel y Pray for | drive the Players ont of the City and Liberties of London, 
Grace, and all Spiritual Bleflings, because, with- | pul down the Theatres, ~ was Execured accordingly, 39,4 


out them, no One-can fee God in Glory ; but for | CaP. 4-2 Jac. ale were Tears fince the ty 
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Comforts: of Humane Life, We can Pray but Italy by the Rope, and in the Territories of ‘Brandenburgh 
Conditionally, if it be for the Honour and Glory |. King of @ruffia, And {everal European Countries world nee, 


of God, who is the Sole Judge in this Cafe: Now dure them in any Form, or under-any Regblation. 


under which of thefe Heads do Plays come? Does ‘er ae rate leona se any 


thé feeing of them tend to the Glory and Hot« | many Years, has. beema Land of. Lights we believe out i 
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Things in Religzou which, have fora pe Time £ 1s. not Vi 
been approved, when they have been abufed to tahoe Sereh eitay ae 


Superftitiont, have been a olifhed. ‘The Brazen | Sta in #0 violet Gontulbons. when. the Land difcharges ir 
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Serpent which Mo ial fet up in the Di peg ane Balls of For and pan gee emanate 
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